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I. The Mayaguez remains anchored alndEE=3iiFaywede:
off Koh Tang island.
A. A fransfer of personnel from the ship to
the island occurred between 0600 and 0700
EDT today, and it seems 'likely:-that Wjﬁ'
most of the crew have now b-eeﬁ moved to
_ the island. | _ ‘
II. | | 25X1

25X1 : [ ] the Khmer Communists are also holding a num- }

ber of Vietnamese refugees and may be keeping them

\/(“\M ,;5\ on Koh Tang or some other offshore island.

\(,/(} Iﬁ The Khmer Communists appear to have augmented

their naval force in the Vicinﬁ:}y of the Mayaguez

since the ship's seizure. {
.
A, This afternoon a total\été/flve\patrol craft(5~“‘h) ,
("
. . DL P
' ,’ f: et ;,;,;;"r were ogserved nearxr the shJ.E and 1eland k"‘f“ T “f"\
}& / -Y e LV\,&-’? ””” 2= wg‘:"‘-—w:““'?‘ “wwai‘ R T PO T s u~_ t‘:‘-n_t}/r~
"1,  8mall ealiber ground fire from both the \

boats and the island has been continu~ .

ing against US aircraft in the area, .
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IV. The Communists have the capability to further
:reinforCe. |
A, They probably captured intact most of the
military equipment under GKR control prior
to the fall of Phnom Penh. |

B. In naval strength, the GKR ha§‘between 22

and 25 armed patrol craft operating out
of gggg Naval Base in Kampot Prévince. Of
these, 17 to 19 were coastal patrol boats,
4 to 5 were riverine pétrol boats, and one
was a submarine chaser. |
1. Cureent aerial reconnaissance indicates
that the XKhmer Communists have at least
13 of these patrol craft in their pos-
session.
2.  The KC probably have enough qdalified
personnel to operate them.
3. We bel&ive that the KC will be unable to
Ei;;it,other craft from the naval, %ase

. ! Lt 1A 'HLL?. {Lf‘i!(;: s o “25 y

near Phnom Penﬁﬂto the Gulf of Thailand

in the next few days.

C. As for air strength, preliminary analysis

of 12 May photography showed three T-28 _
fighters and a total of six Gméisané:GEiS%—HTTL“%PUFEQ
" .
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aircraft at Kompong Som airfield. There
et ; 4 ﬂ e (6o ‘“C"CIC{
is also a substantia%ﬂnumber oﬁ«T—ZS air-

(Xt

crafﬁmat Pochentong Airfield near Phnom
‘ Penh(.{j[\.&i«t t"'ll' 'IL"'if !//4
1. The KC have no qualified pilots, but
L0 e, €

there is some chance that st former

Lo o (C”i C[;/ (514\ )
KAF pilots e@ﬁ%éxbéiﬁﬁéd:tOssupport(jei

AN
naval operations in the Gulf of Thai-
land. |

2. #§EBven if former KAF pilots were em-—
ployed, their effectiveness would be .

minimal in the face of hostilgﬂaircraft.
D. In ground Strength, KC combat forces atKom-
pong Som total some 2,000 troops, ineluding—-
i elerents—of—the KO 3Ed Imeision énd Tocali—force—..

—uanitss This force could be quickly augmented ..

—howesteg..-by the remaining 14, 000 troops

scattered throughout scuthwestern Cambodia.

LEDLTgps pichuly e b s
ected and g ewﬁay{gavemﬁaken pléace Already.

§
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At last count there were at least eight

105-mm howitzers at Ream, and more could -

be sent from other éreas,

To transport troops by s?a, thetKE have
at least three military c?éf%&ét Reééz)
and Kompong Som, with' a minimum capabil-
ity to move 1,600 troops at once.

The May 12 photography also shows #Hidee
five freighters, eleven barges, two

tugboats, and several dozen loRistics

craft in the Kompong Som - Ream area.

spards-g i tHotr-Fang i sland e

ypeeroPprranfer~ofspersonnel-from-thes

4

Bh&p&@@mhhewigraﬁdﬁﬁééﬁrré??b@tW&&ann
L600-and~8700-EDT -today- ané~lt “SEEMSG =
*ikely-that.all. .or-most-ef- thewcrewu

haxamngwmbeemwmuwﬂaﬁmtokxhe;island@-

4
i

T g oener]

the-khnexr-Communists..are-atso-hokdineg. aknmnhﬁ};&&
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Vietnamesewrefugee5$and~may»beakeepingmthemeanghm

Tang..or. some other offshore- islTand¥
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v. In the first public'Chinese response to the incident, vice-
premier Teng Hsiao-ping told newsmen in.Paris that "there
is nothing China could do" should the US elect to uée-
force to free the ship énd crew. Teng denied any knowl-
edge of a possible Chiense mediatory rdle:

A, Meanwhile East German commentary has Rﬁétrayed the

‘incident as evidence of a new US “"provocation"

against Cambodia.
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KOH TANG .

Based on December 1973 observatiqns by an American who!was on

Koh Tang.

~~There were two navigational stations on the nother/north-
western part of the island. Each had an antenna of about

150 feet and a small hut housing a generator.

~-There were about eight areas on the north/northwestern
section of the island where Helicopters could land; these
were near the navigational stations.

~--The only feasible landing area. was about half-way down‘on
the eastern side of the island. Even here, however, a
128 foot boat with é 12-15 dfaft could only get within
400~-500 meters of the shore.

-~The islaﬁd was coveréd wth shrub and scrub brush, about
20-30 feet in height.

—-There.were no inhabitants on the island, no reads {only
foot trails), no structures except for the navigational

stations, and no airstrip.

~-Water depths around the island--at about five kilometers off-

shore--were 34-41 fathoms on the west, and 22-33 fathoms on
the east.
--The prospects for oil in the area of the island is very

good. There are also tin and manganese on the island.
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L.

THE MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT ' *

The Mayaguez is at anchor just off Koh Tang.Is-

Aland, about 30 miles southwest of Kompong Som.

A. Untll late yesterday evening, the Shlp waa
being held near where it was seized in the
vicinity of Poulo Wai Island, about 40 miles
further to the southwest.

1. Shortly after mldnlght, however, an Ameri-—
can reconnaissance alrcraft ohserved the 
ship at Koh Taﬁg Islaﬁd. |

2. At least two US reconnaissance aircraft
have reported receiving small arms fire f;r
from a gunboat, and from the Mayaguez it-

self.

1. The latest US reconnaissance flight observed
the crew being transferred from the ship in-

to a tugboat.
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2. .Although the men could be moved to-the
mainland at any time, the Khmer Commu~
nists may intend to keep them on the is-
land until some final decisiOné are made .
‘regarding the‘crew and vessel. -

‘3. so far, -the Khmer Commuﬁist'goﬁernment
has not made a public statemeﬁﬁtregard«:
ing the Mayaguez, and Prince Sihanouk tow:
day in Peking denied any kndwledga_of
the incident. '

II.‘ In the event of a US military. effort, the Cam-
bodian éommunists would have limited means of
vreécting. |
A. They would attempt to resist a recapturg of

the ship, an attack on the accompanying patrol

craft, of é‘landing on Koh Tang. They pre-

sumably_haée few troops.or weapons to meet B

any such effort, however.

B. The Cambodian Communists have no capability
tb thwart a ﬁining effort ?gainst Kompong Som,
and the harbor aefenses are not impressive.
The port and military camp are exposed and

separate from the town.

-2 -
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C. 1In eithér case, the Commuﬁists might decide
to kill or threaten to kill the érew of the
Mayaguez.
1. They are hard-liners, and their aétians
indicate that they are preparedfto_iake
exﬁreme measures. | S
2. They have shown little disposition to back
down on other matterS‘oi to give weight to
international opinion in shaping their
policies. |
III. The first third country reacéimn&ta the incident"
‘are now coming in. The Communisttcountries.injf -
. general are.not likely to make a ﬁéjur effort to
persuade the Cambodians to éive up the ship, huﬁ
China at least provides a channel of‘comﬁunications,
A. On the other hand, the Communist stateslalsa 
will not activelj support the Cambodians, ex-
cept with propaganda.
B. A TASS dispatch today noted the movement of
a US naval task force to the Gulf of Thailand,
and added that the Mayéguez Yaccording to some
_ reports was engaged in inteliigence activities."”

1v. Thai Prime Minister Khukrit has made a strong de—

-3 -
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maxrche to tbe>US chargé in Bangkgok that any US re-

taliation against Cambodia should not in any way

involve Thailand.

V. The other countries in the area will be particularly
attentive to the outcome of this incideﬂt.

A.‘ If the Cambodians are successful in their ef-
fort, it will be perceived as anotﬂér indica~
tion of US weakness and lack of resolve, par-—.
ticularly so since US citizens and the prin—-

ciple of international rights of passage are

directly threatened.

-4 -
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The former Cambodian government claimed twelve

miles of territorial waters along the mainland

. coast and around offshore Cambodian islands. The
- Mayaguez was seized about eight miles from one of

these islands. Phnom Penh's claim to the entire

. continental shelf in. this area of the Gulf aof Thai-—

. land related only to resource exploitation. It in
- no way restricted the free passage of shipping out--
. gide the twelve mile limit.

SECRET
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Poulo Wai Island

There are two small islands —~ an East and a West Poule Wai.
(Some sources consider only the east island as Poulo Wai, and re~ ~
gard the west island as unnamed.) ' : - ‘

-

Terrain on both islands is basically flat, with a few small
hills and no mountains. ‘

Some vegetation but no heavy jungle. T

Airstrip is located on the east island. Runway estimated
at maximum length of 3,000 feet. A Cambodian naval com— -

" mander (now a refugee in the Philippines) who left the is—

t

land on April 19 states that airstrip was operable as of
that date.

Island's defenses: Until Khmer Communists rook over, the
Cambodian Navy normally stationed 60 men on the island,
and has two 75 mm gun emplacements there, one on northern
tip of the eastern island, and one on southeastern tip of -
eastern 1lsland. There were also several 12.7 machine guns,

M50 machine guns, and an unknown number of mortars on the

island. The west island apparently had no defenses, and
there was nothing on it except a few natives and an inop-
erative lighthouse. ‘ '

~ Whether the Khmer Communists have done'anything ta
maintain or strengthen the defenses on the easterxn
island is unknown.

Some Americans and French were on island as of April 19:
the Cambodian naval commander who left the island on

 April 19 alleges that when he departed there were still

“"some Americans and French who work for E1f Oil Company
left on the island."” These individuals reportedly worked
an oil rig about 20 miles to the south of the island
where exploratory drilling was underway. We have no
information on the present location of these Americans -

. and Frenchmen.
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National Intelligence Officers

2%xignal Intelligence Officers .
: 5 -April 1976 5 April 1976

TO: : Office of the Legislative Council

, TO: c/ 25Xk
25X%hom: NIO/SSEAAF -

FROM: | N@BXS]EAAF

SUBJECT: GAO Report on the Mayaguez Incident

"'BJECT: GAO Report on the Mayaguez Incident

T have read the attached report, and do not
Dick:
- 25X1
Herewith the GAQ report on the Mayaguez,

and a brief note from me to |:| Any

comment that you care to mal%;(nl addition 1s

feel it would be productive to éomment on it in
detail. My recommendation is that we return the
report to the GAO, indicating that we prefer to
make no comment on it. We should specify that our

fine with me.
lack of comment should not be interpreted as mean-

ing that we endorse the report.

25)(}
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